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Figure 1. Staining of human erythrocytes with Mc 540. All the cells were photographed at
the same magnification and exposure time of 30s. A, Normal erythrocytes; B and C, CML
erythrocytes. Note that the membranes of CML erythrocytes fluoresce after Mc 540 staining
but under identical conditions, the normal red cells do not show any fluorescence.

earlier studies which showed that differential fluidities across the erythrocyte
membrane are due to asymmetric transbilayer distributions of the membrane phos-
pholipids (Williamson et al., 1982).

Further, it has earlier been suggested that alterations in the membrane phospho-
lipid asymmetry leads to several pathological disorders (Schwartz et al., 1985). Severe
anaemia in CML patients could be due to the externalisation of PS, as it would
accelerate the distruction of the CML red cells by the macrophages (Schroit et al.,
1985).
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